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---------!General Session Highlights-I---------

► The 2024 Florida Legislature adjourned sine die on Friday afternoon, March 8, 2024. The legislature
approved the General Appropriations Act and an overall budget of $117.46 billion. A total of 1,957 bills
were filed this Session, with only 325 bills being passed by both chambers (after 43 floor sessions} and
sent to the Governor. Notably, the Governor officially signed the State Budget on June 12th, 2024.

► Notably, Florida College System (FCS} institutions have been authorized by the Governor to participate in
the State of Florida's Group Health Insurance Program, beginning in the 2025 Plan Year. More details will
follow as the implementation procedures are clarified and communicated to the Colleges. Also, the
Legislature has authorized FCS institutions to offer specialized transfer Associate in Arts degrees, which
will promote affordability and reduce barriers that exist for our students in their pursuit of baccalaureate
degrees, especially in STEM fields.

► A challenge in funding results this year for the FCS was the fact that no new money was appropriated to
the FCS Program Fund to be distributed to the colleges through the improved funding formula as
adopted and implemented last year, despite $50 million being included in the State Board of Education's
Legislative Budget Request and in the Governor's Proposed Budget. Supporting this recommended
increase in operating funds was one of the key priorities of the Florida College System Council of
Presidents. The legislature did, however, appropriate $80 million towards the inclusion of the colleges in
the State Group Insurance Program, at the request of the Florida College System Council of Presidents.
Unfortunately, the $80 million was vetoed by the Governor.

----------1 General Appropriations Act (GAA) 2024-2511-------
 

I Background I 
► The Legislature has three methods to reflect funding decisions made in the General Appropriations Act

(GAA} process.

♦ "Proviso" is language in the General Appropriations Act attached to a specific appropriation that
directs or authorizes how the funds can be expended.

♦ An "implementing bill" is a substantive bill that provides instructions to enact specific provisions
for a GAA appropriation or proviso by changing the law (Florida Statutes} temporarily for one
year. This is necessary because the courts have ruled the GAA cannot contradict current law;
however, there may be a need to suspend some provision of law.

♦ A "conforming bill" is also a substantive bill that may "travel" with the GAA. It differs from the
implementing bill in that it makes permanent changes to Florida Statutes.

► In summary, proviso language and implementing bills are law for only one year and then they expire,
while a conforming bill makes a permanent change in Florida law.
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► While the Governor may veto the entire appropriations act or exercise his veto by "line item," he does 
not have "line item" veto in a conforming, implementing, or general bill but must act on the entire bill. 
Bills that are passed by the Legislature are sent to the Governor for further action. The Governor may 
sign, veto, or allow a bill to become law without his signature. Because the Legislature has now 
adjourned the 2024 Session, the Governor has fifteen consecutive days from the date he receives a bill 
to act on that bill. Leadership of the Legislature usually staggers sending bills to the Governor in order to 
provide time to review the bills.

► When a bill is passed and sent to the Governor while the Legislature is still in session, the timeline is 
different; the Governor must act within seven days from the time his office receives the bill.

► The following are the 2024-2025 appropriations bills:

♦ Conterence ReP-_orton HB 5001 - 2024-2025 GeneralA1mrowiations Act

♦ Conterence ReP-_orton HB 5003 - lmP-_lementing the 2024-2025 GeneralA1mrowiations Act

FSW Funding 2024-2025 

. . FSW Funding 
Funding Category Selected System Funding Matters 24_25 

Program Fund-General Revenue & Lottery 
(Combined) 

2+2 Program Incentive 

Workforce Incentive 

Nursing PIPELINE Program 

Charlotte Campus - Building E Health 
Professions Remodel (PECO Funding) 

Lee Campus - Building V, Campus Police HQ 
Remodel (PECO Funding) 

Institute of Innovation and Emerging 
Technologies 

Radiologic Tech. Program Enhancement 

Funding Formula Model 
No Additional Dollars 

$17 million allocated to the FCS 

$13 million allocated to the FCS 

$40 million allocated to the FCS 

Available to State Universities, 
Additional Funding Opportunities 

Tech Colleges, and FCS Institutions 

IHow to Find the Final Version of a Billi 

$49,896,992 

$487,850 

$344,077 

$1,383,615 

$2,400,000 

$5,942,642 

$1,500,000 

$2,248,487 

The simplest way to see the final version of a bill is to go to www.tlsenate.gov and enter the bill number in the space 

provided on the top of the homepage or go to www.tlhouse.gov and click on the top tab "Bills." Senate bills are 

always even numbers (SB 00), and House bills are always odd numbers (HB 11). On the House site, note that you 

may choose either chamber or choose "both." When you enter the bill number, the history of the bill will appear. For 

bills that have passed, go to the section on "Bill Text" and choose the entry followed by "ER," which is the most 

recent, enrolled version of the bill. An enrolled bill is the one being sent to the Governor. For bills that have not 

passed, go to the section on "Bill Text" and choose the entry with the latest date, which is the final version of the bill 

before it failed. Staff analyses for bills are also found on the bill sites. 
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------------tlGeneral Bills of Note that Passedi--l ------­
(All bills noted below are pending approval of the Governor unless stated otherwise) 

► CS/SB 62 (Osgood) Resident Status for Tuition Purposes (Vetoed)

♦ Ensures individuals do not lose their resident status for tuition purposes due to incarceration in a 
state or federal facility in Florida.

♦ Effective Date: 7/1/2024

► CS/CS/CS/HB 149 (Alvarez) Continuing Contracts (Approved by Governor; Chapter No. 2024-204)

♦ The bill increases the maximum cost for each individual project procured pursuant to the 
Consultant's Competitive Negotiation Act (CCNA) from $4 million to $7.5 million, plus an annual 
increase based on the consumer price index (CPI). This limitation applies to projects procured 
under the CCNA by the state, counties, municipalities, school districts, special districts, and other 
political subdivisions.

♦ Requires the Department of Management Services to annually adjust and publish the annual 
change to the individual project maximum cost limit based on the June-to-June CPI.

♦ Effective Date: 7/1/2024

► CS/HB 151(Busatta Cabrera) Retirement (Approved by Governor; Chapter No. 2024-92)

♦ The Conference Committee Amendment for CS/HB 151, relating to the Florida Retirement 
System, establishes the contribution rates paid by employers that participate in the Florida 
Retirement System (FRS) beginning July 1, 2024. FSW will pay new rates that are intended to 
fund the full normal cost and the amortization of the unfunded actuarial liability (UAL) of the FRS 
and the changes in policies.

♦ The bill authorizes an FRS retiree to be reemployed with an employer participating in the FRS and 
receive both compensation and retirement benefits, after meeting the definition of termination. 
This effectively eliminates the "suspension of benefits" period typically applied during months 7 
through 12 after the date of retirement.

♦ The bill also closes the FRS Preservation of Benefits Plan to new members effective July 1, 2026. 
The Preservation of Benefits Plan currently provides for FRS members to be eligible to receive a 
benefit that is in excess of the annual benefit under a defined benefit plan is $275,000.

♦ Effective Date: 7/1/2024

► CS/CS/HB 473 (Giallombardo) Cybersecurity Incident Liability (Vetoed)

♦ The bill provides that a county or municipality, or political subdivision like FSW that has 
substantially complied with cybersecurity protocols established by the Department of 
Management Services and that has timely notified the state and the local sheriff of a serious 
incident related to cybersecurity is not liable for civil damages related to the incident.

♦ Establishes that the protection afforded by the bill is an affirmative defense where the defendant 
entity has the burden of proof on applicability.

♦ Effective Date: Upon Becoming Law

► SB 674 (Boyd) United States-produced Iron and Steel in Public Works Projects (Chapter 2024-267)

♦ The bill requires a governmental entity that contracts for a public works project or for the 
purchase of materials for a public works project to ensure that any iron or steel product that will 
be permanently incorporated into the project be produced in the United States.
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